Karoo Mammals
and Birds
11–17 March 2021
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Tour Summary
The endless open plains of the Karoo are home
to some of South Africa’s most unique plants and
animals. Despite the aridity, the variety of life on show
to the trained eye can be surprisingly rich, set against
the backdrop of often-spectacular landscapes.
On this tour we sample two different regions of the
Karoo in search of seldom-seen mammals and birds. A
major focus will be finding rare nocturnal mammals,
for which we will take four night drives, two in the
Kimberley area and two at Karoo Gariep Nature
Reserve near Hanover. With spotlights sweeping
across the veld and night vision aids we stand a fair
chance of finding some of the most exciting critters
of the area: Aardvark, Aardwolf, Long-eared Mouse,
Springhare, South African Porcupine, Bat-eared Fox
and Striped Polecat, and with more luck African
Striped Weasel and South African Hedgehog. We will
also look for the little-known Black-footed Cat with
researchers.
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Itinerary
During the day, birds will be our main focus. We’ll
make use of the cooler early mornings and late
afternoons to search for the likes of Namaqua Warbler,
Blue Korhaan, Melodious Lark, Eastern Clapper Lark,
Ludwig’s Bustard, Cape Penduline Tit and many others
(see 2020 Trip Report for a full list). Many Kalahari
species, such as Crimson-breasted Shrike and Violeteared Waxbill, can be seen in the Kimberly area too.
Lunches (self-catering) and hot early afternoons will
be taken at leisure, and those wishing for some quiet
time away from the group are welcome to take their
own outings too.
We’ll travel around in our own vehicles, except on
night drives, but will spend a significant time on foot
to ensure that everyone has a chance to see what is on
offer. None of the walks will be too strenuous and only
a moderate degree of fitness is required.

11 Mar Arrive at Karoo Gariep Reserve near
Hanover in the afternoon. Early dinner
followed by our first night drive for nocturnal
mammals, in an open vehicle. Overnight at
New Holme (www.karoogariep.co.za/).
12 Mar Full day at Karoo Gariep Reserve (transport
in own vehicle): early morning birding
followed by mid-morning breakfast. Late
afternoon outing, followed by dinner and
second night drive. Overnight at New Holme.
13 Mar Early morning birding at Karoo Gariep
followed by breakfast and drive to the
Kimberley area (4 hours). Early dinner
followed by night drive with researchers to
search for Black-footed Cat. Overnight in
the Kimberley area.

14 Mar Full day in the Kimberley area. Backup
night for Black-footed Cat. Overnight in the
Kimberley area.
15 Mar Early morning birding near Kimberley,
followed by breakfast and a short drive
to Marrick Game Reserve. Early dinner
followed by our fourth night drive, in an
open vehicle. Overnight at Marrick (www.
marricksafari.com/
16 Mar Full day at Marrick. Early morning birding
outing followed by breakfast. Afternoon
outing followed by dinner. Overnight at
Marrick.
17 Mar Early morning outing at Marrick, followed by
breakfast. The tour ends after breakfast (10
am).
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Tour Leader
Michael Mills is a professional tour guide,
conservationist and bird book author. After
completing his Masters of Science degree in
Conservation Biology at the renowned Percy
FitzPatrick Institute of the University of Cape Town,
he commenced a career in bird tour guiding (working
closely with Birding Africa) and conducting bird
conservation and research work in Angola. He is
recognised as one of Africa’s foremost bird experts,
having written more than 70 peer reviewed papers,
visited more than 25 countries in the African region
and seen over 2300 African bird species. He has
written and self-produced two books, The Birder’s
Guide to Africa and The Special Birds of Angola.
He also has a keen interest in mammals and is the
discoverer of a new species of bushbaby in Angola,
called Angolan Dwarf Galago Galagoides kumbirensis.
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Price of the Tour and other details
R 9 995 per person, sharing.
Included in the price of the tour

Highlights

•

daily guided outings by Michael Mills to see birds
and mammals

•

four night drives to search for rarely-seen Karoo
mammals

•

six nights of accommodation on a dinner bed and
breakfast meals-plan (substantial breakfasts taken
late in morning so snacks suitable for lunch)

•

a wide selection of Karoo and Kalahari birds (see
2020 Trip Report for full details)

•

four guided night drives

Group Size

Excluded from the price of the tour
•

all transport, except for the use of open vehicles on
three night drives and a closed vehicle on a fourth
night drive

•

lunches (self-catering)

•

all drinks

•

any additional activities not specified on the
itinerary
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Eight participants.

Questions
For further details, please call Michael on +27 72 463
5631 or email michael@birdingafrica.com.
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